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BEGINS
Wairarapa Organics completes programme for 2007
This year has been an exciting year for Wairarapa Organics as it has completed the OANZ (Organics Aotearoa New Zealand funded) programme designed to make Wairarapa farmers aware of the opportunities in organic production in the dairy, sheep and beef, viticulture and horticulture sectors.

The workshops, seminars and field days have attracted over 300 attendees and brought farmers from South Wairarapa up to Hawkes Bay.
Last month, over 20 sheep and beef farmers attended a field day at AgResearch’s organic sheep and beef farm Ballantrae Research Station near Woodville.

Dr Alec McKay and Brian Devantier presented some fascinating research that they have been conducting over the past 7 years. Alec’s advice was rather than aim to achieve a 100% organic conversion, it is prudent to plan a partial conversion and aim to increase organic production which results in higher premiums, over a planned period.
Nick Helmore who has been farming 50 kms west of Hastings for 40 years says “This field day answered so many questions I have had when comparing organic to conventional production methods”.
AgResearch have published a report which provides a map for converting to low chemical and organic farming systems – this is available from Wairarapa Organics in as an electronic document from jill@wairarapaorganics.co.nz.
Also last month, over 30 winegrowers representing the major Wairarapa vineyards attended a seminar at Thomson’s Trail in Dakins Road, Carterton. Gareth Bodle, Chairman of the New Zealand Biodynamic Association and a biodynamic farmer for 15 years presented the opportunities that biodynamic farming methods can bring to viticulture.

Now that the 2007 funding programme has been completed, the second round of applications for User Defined Packages has opened.
Funding of up to $30,000 will be available for groups to spread knowledge about organic systems and practices, with the overall objective of sustaining and expanding organic production.
Applications are due by 15 January, with successful applicants able to begin their programmes in early February. Please visit www.oanz.co.nz and go to the Industry and Community directed Programmes for more information.
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