Organic Farm New Zealand (OENZ)

‘An organic certification scheme for small growedministered in the Wairarapa by
Wairarapa Organic’s’.

OFNZ was developed specifically for smaller growetr® wish to supply local
markets with certified organic produce.

OFNZ uses the well-respected BioGro productions;ule conjunction with
compliance procedures developed by OFNZ, as a nfodeértified production with
OFNZ. The scheme is ideal for those who wish toketain their local area or within
New Zealand, but is not an export standard. Thege®through to full certification
takes three years to complete.

Key to the OFNZ certification process is the befieit organic certification ensures
the integrity of organic produce sold in New Zedlamd can provide a mechanism
where individuals can co-operate to enhance tlmgimgunities wellbeing.

Overall governance of OFNZ is undertaken by Sadl Health Association
Incorporated within which the National Co-ordingti@ommittee of OFNZ functions
semi-autonomously. There are three levels of ORI &Ire being:

- National Co-ordinating Committee

- Regional Body, in our area being Wairarapa Organic’

- Producer groups (pods) or individual producers.

Producer groups or pods are integral to OFNZ. H&neya group of 3 — 8 producers
who work together to secure their organic certtfaxathrough a peer review process.
Each pod selects a pod leader annually on a rathasis. The pod leaders job is to
co-ordinate the certification compliance requiretadar their pod and is the focal
point for contact between pod members and Waira@aganic's.

The pod system provides a way for people withiommunity who produce different
products to come together and share a collectimesfolt also provides a network of
support for growers and an opportunity for growershare resources, machinery and
knowledge.

Pod members complete an application form and manegeplan with supporting
documents. It is necessary that all those seekFigZbe a current financial member
of Wairarapa Organic’s.

The Peer review process requires the pod membersit@ach property to work
through a comprehensive checklist. The processsgyded to ensure cross-
referencing the Management plan with observatiees ®n a visit. This must also be
referenced against the OFNZ standards and the Bipf@duction rules relevant to
each properties production. This means that eatitidtual pod member must be
responsible for understanding the standards argupton rules.

All the documentation is then delivered to a Ciedifion Administrator who
organises an audit of all the documentation to pd&ee. This audit will involve a
visit to one of the properties within a pod.

Alternately, there is an opportunity for individyaioperties to register for
certification with OFNZ. This differs in that theiditor completes an audit of the
property annually which necessitates a higher stogtture.

Wairarapa Organic’s offers those interested inypiagsOFNZ certification a
complete package to support them through the cerreprocess.

The certification administrator (Heather Atkinsdras been appointed to support
individual growers and pods through the convergimtess and is available to
provide practical assistance including:



- management plan completion

- on-site visits

- pod meetings and facilitating the appointment af fgaders

- organise soil testing

- organisation of audits

- facilitate sharing of resource’s, equipment andwdedge between growers

- contact person for support and queries

Supporting the Certification administrator is theivdrapa Organic’s facilitator

( Esther Dijkstra) whose role is to produce the sietter for Wairarapa Organic’s,
organise events and provide advisory and admititraupport to the Board. Esther
is also a partner in EcoAgiLogic’s with Frank Vateénhsil who are a Wairarapa
Organic Consultancy firm, able to assist in a tézddrand advisory capacity to any of
the members.

A marketing specialist (Brent Skinnon) will commengork in May 2004 to develop
the production base of organic produce in the Wayjra by securing strong markets
for growers.

The support package provided by OFNZ and Waira@qganic’s for those wishing
to certify under OFNZ creates a recipe for suceassyou are invited to contact
Heather Atkinson for more information.

Ph/fax 06 3077838
Mobile 025 2469324
Email: organic.essentials@xtra.co.nz




